What is Claimed: 



A system for generating a contract between at least one seller aija at least one buyer, 
prising 

a computer for: 

storing at least one compilation of business rales comprising a plurality of rules 
available to be selected for inclusion in the ^contract, 

storing at least one terms and conditions set containing parameters corresponding 
to selected rules from the compilation of business rules, 



generating links between thepompilation of business rules and the terms and 
conditions set to generate specific terms and conditions to be embodied in the 
contract, and 



interlocking the compilation of business rules, the terms and conditions set and the 
links to lock the contract. 



2. The system as defined in claim 1 in which the computer further stores at least one product 
list filter for generating a list of a specified subset of products from a master list of products, and 
generates links between the product list filter, the terms and conditions set and the master list of 
products. 
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3. The system as defined in claim 2 in which the product list filter/fomprises a plurality of 
tiers, each tier generating a list of a different subset of products. 



4. The system as defined in claim 2 in which the contract comprises dynamic elements which 
can be unilaterally altered by either the seller or the buyer. 



5. The system as defined in claim 4 in which the product list filter is a dynamic element. 



6. The system as defined in claim 1 ifi which the contract is locked by the implementation of 
digital signatures. 



7. A method of generating/a contract between at least one seller and at least one buyer, 
comprising the steps of: 

a. storing at/feast one compilation of business rules comprising a plurality of rules 
available to be selected for inclusion in the contract, 

/ 

b. storing at least one terms and conditions set containing parameters corresponding 
to selected rules from the compilation of business rules, 
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c. generating links between the compilation of business rules and the terms and 
conditions set to generate specific terms and conditions to be embodied in the 
contract, and 

d. interlocking the compilation of business rules, the terms and conditions set and 
the links to lock the contract. 



8. The method as defined in claim 7 including the additional steps of: 



a. storing at least one 
products from a mast 



prod 



uct list filter for generating a list of a specified subset of 
sr list of products, and 



b. generating links between the product list filter, the terms and conditions set and 
the master list of products. 



9. The method as defined in claim 8 in which the product list filter comprises a plurality of 
tiers, each tier generating a list of a different subset of products. 



10. The method as defined in claim 8 in which the contract comprises dynamic elements 



which can be unilaterally altered 



3y either the seller or the buyer. 



1 1 . The method as defined in claim 1 0 in which the product list filter is a dynamic element. 
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1 12. The method as defined in claim 7 in which the contract is locked by the implementation 

2 of digital signatures. I 

1 13. The method as defined il claim 7 including, between steps c. and d., the step of: 

2 communicating the contract to the seller or to the buyer for amendment or approval. 

-J^ 14. A system for conducting a contractual activity over a computer network pursuant to a 

2^ contract between at least one sfeller and at least one buyer, the contract comprising a predefined 

W set of terms and conditions, comprising: 

43 a communications interface for receiving information from one of the seller and the buyer, 

13 and J 

$1 a computer for storimg the contract terms and conditions, receiving the information and 

7 referencing the terms and conditions of the contract to process the information. 

1 15. The system as d&fi/ed in claim 14 in which the communications interface displays 

2 selected information baseqVrJ terms and conditions in the contract. 
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1 6. The system as defined in claim 1 5 in which the contract contains representation criteria 
comprising product selection criteria or products exclusion criteria, or both, and the 
communications interface displays a filtejred products list comprising a subset of products from 
a master product list. 



17. A method of conducting a co 
contract between at least one seller anil 
set of terms and conditions, comprising 



a. storing the contract terns and conditions, 



tractual activity over a computer network pursuant to a 
at least one buyer, the contract comprising a predefined 
the steps of: 



b . receiving information 
interface, and 



from one of the seller and the buyer via a communications 



c. referencing the terms jmd conditions of the contract to process the information. 



18. The method as defied /Sn claim 17 in which the communications interface displays 
selected information based onjtenjns and conditions in the contract. 




19. The method as defmecf in claim 18 including the step of providing the contract with 
epresentation criteria comprising product selection criteria or products exclusion criteria, or both, 
wherein the communication^ interface displays a filtered products list comprising a subset of 
products from a master product list. 
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20. A computer program product for use with a computer, the computer program product 
comprising a computer usable medium having computer readable program code embodied in said 
medium for generating a contract qetween at least one seller and at least one buyer, said computer 
program product having 



a. 



computer readable program code means for storing at least one compilation of 
business rules con Lprising a plurality of rules available to be selected for inclusion 
in the contract, 

computer readable program code for storing at least one terms and conditions set 
containing parameters corresponding to selected rules from the compilation of 
business rules, 



computer readable program code for generating links between the compilation of 
qfnd the terms and conditions set to generate specific terms and 
embodied in the contract, and 



business rules 
conditions to be 



rules, the terms 



computer reads ble program code for interlocking the compilation of business 



2 1 . The computer program 
in said medium for; 



and conditions set and the links to lock the contract. 



product as defined in claim 20 including program code embodied 
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3 a. storing at least one product list filter for generating a list of a specified subset of 

4 products from a master list of products, and / 

5 b. generating links between the product list filter, the t&ms and conditions set and 

6 the master list of products. / 

1 22. The computer program product as defined in olaim 21 in which the product list filter 

2 comprises a plurality of tiers, each tier generating a list of a different subset of products. 

IB / 

pj 23 The computer program product as defined in claim 21 in which the contract comprises 

sF dynamic elements which can be unilaterally altered by either the seller or the buyer. 

iF 5 / 

V 24. The computer program product as defined in claim 23 in which the product list filter is 
iJO a dynamic element. / 

1 25 . The computer program product as defined in claim 24 in which the contract is locked by 

2 the implementation pf digital signatures. 
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26. The computer program prd 
in said medium for communicating t le 



uct as defined in claim 24 including program code embodied 
contract to the seller or to the buyer for amendment or approval. 



27. A computer program product for use with a computer, the computer program product 
comprising a computer usable medium having computer readable program code embodied in said 
medium for conducting a contractual activity over a computer network pursuant to a contract 
between at least one seller and 1 ,t least one buyer, the contract comprising a predefined set of 
terms and conditions, said computer program product having 

a. computer readable program code for storing the contract terms and conditions, 

b. computer readal le program code for receiving information from one of the seller 



and the buyer v 



a a communications interface, and 



computer readable program code for referencing the terms and conditions of the 
contract to prodess the information. 



28. The computer program pVbduQt as defined in claim 27 in which the communications 
interface displays selected informaftori/based on terms and conditions in the contract. 




The computer program product as defined in claim 28 including the step of providing the 
contract with representation criteria comprising product selection criteria or products exclusion 
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criteria, or both, wherein the communications interface displays a filtered products list comprising 
a subset of products from a master product list. 



30. A system for generating a Contract between at least one seller and at least one buyer, 
comprising: 

at least one compilation o^ business rules comprising a plurality of rules available to be 
selected for inclusion in tne contract, 



at least one terms and 
rules from the compilation 



conditions set containing parameters corresponding to selected 
of business rules, 



means for generating links between the compilation of business rules and the terms and 



conditions set to generate 
and 



v 



3 1 . The system as defined in 



specific terms and conditions to be embodied in the contract, 



means for interlocking the compilation of business rules, the terms and conditions set and 
the links to lock the contract. 



claim 30 comprising means for storing at least one product list 



filter for generating a list of a specified subset of products from a master list of products, and 



means for generating links betv* 
master list of products. 



een the product list filter, the terms and conditions set and the 
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32. The system as defined in claim 3 1 in which the product list filter comprises a plurality of 
tiers, each tier generating a list of a different subset of products. 



33. The system as defined in claim 31 in which the contract comprises dynamic elements 
which can be unilaterally altered by either the seller or the buyer. 



34. The system as defined in claim 33 in which the product list filter is a dynamic element. 



35. The system as defined in ^laim 30 in which the contract is locked by the implementation 
of digital signatures. 



36. A processing system fi 



pursuant to a contract between 



it least one seller and at least one buyer, the contract comprising 



r conducting a contractual activity over a computer network 



a predefined set of terms and conditions, comprising: 

a communications inter ? ace for receiving information from one of the seller and the buyer, 
means for storing the contract terms and conditions, and 



means for referencing the terms and conditions of the contract to process the information. 
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37. The system as defined ifcL^laim 36 in which the communications interface displays 



e system as defined in c 
sing product selection 
unications interface display^ 
a master product list. 



aim 37 in which the contract contains representation criteria 
cfiteria or products exclusion criteria, or both, and the 
a filtered products list comprising a subset of products from 



39. A program product for use 
generating a contract between at 
comprising: 

a. computer readably 
rules comprising 
contract, 



with a computer, having computer readable program code for 
east one seller and at least one buyer, the program product 

program code for storing at least one compilation of business 
plurality of rules available to be selected for inclusion in the 



computer readable program code for storing at least one terms and conditions set 
containing parameters corresponding to selected rules from the compilation of 
business rules, 
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computer readable program code for generating links between the compilation of 
business rules and the terms and conditions set to generate specific terms and 
conditions to be embodied in the contract, and 

computer readable program code for interlocking the compilation of business 



rules, the terms and 



40. The program product as de 



conditions set and the links to lock the contract. 



ined in claim 39 including: 



computer readable program code for storing at least one product list filter for 
generating a list o1: a specified subset of products from a master list of products, 



and 



b. computer readab 



e program code for generating links between the product list 



filter, the terms apd conditions set and the master list of products. 



4 1 . The program product as 



defined in claim 40 in which the product list filter comprises a 



plurality of tiers, each tier gen 



rating a list of a different subset of products. 



42. The program product as defined in claim 40 in which the contract comprises dynamic 
elements which can be unilaterally altered by either the seller or the buyer. 
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43. The program product as defined in claim 42 in which the product list filter is a dynamic 
element. 



44. The program product as defined in claim 43 in which the contract is locked by the 
implementation of digital signatures. 



45. The program product as defined in claim 43 including computer readable program code 
for communicating the contract to the seller or to the buyer for amendment or approval. 



46 . A program product for u 
conducting a contractual activity 
one seller and at least one buyer, 
the program product comprisin. 



'e with a computer, having computer readable program code for 
over a computer network pursuant to a contract between at least 
the contract comprising a predefined set of terms and conditions, 



a. computer readable program code for storing the contract terms and conditions, 

b. computer reada )le program code for receiving information from one of the seller 
and the buyer via a communications interface, and 



c. 
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computer readable program code for referencing the terms and conditions of the 
contract to prodess the information. 
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47. The program product as defined in claim 46 in which the communications interface 
displays selected information basejftoji terms and conditions in the contract. 

The program product as defined in claim 47 including the step of providing the contract 
ith representation criteria comprising product selection criteria or products exclusion criteria, 
or both, wherein the communications interface displays a filtered products list comprising a 
subset of products from a master product list. 
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